ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINANTS:
PERSISTENT ORGANIC POLLUTANTS

Persistent organic pollutants (POPs) are man-made chemicals. Their uses include : pesticides in crop production,
water-proof materials (food packaging, outdoor clothing), flame retardants (upholstery, electronics), fire-fighting foams
and paints. POPs are transported by ocean and air currents to the North where they accumulate in wildlife.

Older POPs have significantly decreased in the environment and wildlife over the past decades, thanks
to international conventions limiting contaminants emissions worldwide. However, new compounds are being
used as replacements and need to be monitored.

Older POPs include organochlorinated compounds such as polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs),
polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs), and per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS; including PFOS, PFOA, PFHxS).

More recent POPs: long-chain PFAS (including PFNA, PFDA, PFuDA).
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Qanuilirpitaa ? 2017 is a population health survey
carried out in Nunavik from August to October 2017.
A total of 1326 Nunavimmiut aged 16 and over from
all 14 villages participatedin this survey.
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Nakurmiik to all Nunavimmiut who contributed to this important health survey!
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