
S U M M A R Y

Ilusirsusiarniq, Qanuinngisiarniq and Inuuqatigiitsianiq are three 
key concepts of health and well-being. They build on the foundation  
of language and culture to make up the IQI model of health  
and well-being in Nunavik. 

I lus i rsusiarniq  concerns  the  body ,  
in general. It is a condition of normal func-
tioning without disease, pain, injury or sick-
ness that impedes people from doing what 
they want and need to do. The concept 
carries the idea that health is the way the 
body is intended to develop and change 
over time. Ilusirsusiarniq is “the taking of 
intended form” progressing from birth to 
old age. 

Qanuinngisiarniq is a broad sense of “well-
being” that encompasses feelings of being 
unworried, without pain, comfortable, free 
of emotional distress, and happiness. It is 
related to peace of mind, calmness, fulfil-
ment, and being able to move forward and 
carry on with ease. A specific emphasis is 
placed on the importance of being with 
other people in emotionally warm and safe 
environments. 

Inuuqatigiitsianiq refers to an ideal state of 
relations between people. Specifically, it is 
composed of the quality of interactions with 
people sharing the same place. Good rela-
tionships with family members, friends, 
neighbours, people in the community and 
beyond are a significant part of the definition 
of health.

THE IQI MODEL  
OF HEALTH 
AND WELL-BEING 



SOCIAL DETERMINANTS 
OF HEALTH 
Eight social determinants of health that support people to be healthy 
and well were identified. Each of them influences the others and all 
eight are linked together within the broader conceptual IQI model. 

COMMUNITY consists of the social, physical, 
and built spaces of the municipalities of 
Nunavik. It encompasses three sub-themes: 
ways of living together, infrastructure and 
housing. Ways of living together refers to a 
range of relational issues like respect, 
altruism and social support; the role of 
elders and intergenerational knowledge 
transmission; and interactions like visiting, 
the place of non-Inuit and inclusion. Infra-
structure concerns buildings, essential and 
municipal services, leisure, sports and 
recreation, and justice. Housing concerns 
accessibility, quality and appropriateness of 
dwellings, their structural characteristics, 
and sense of home. 

FAMILY focuses primarily on kinship and 
affective relations between family members 
across generations, with an emphasis on 
youth. The sense of family belonging, with 
its particular attention to harmonious rela-
tions, calls directly upon the inuuqatigiitsia niq 
dimension of Inuit health. This determinant 
encompasses the extended family or ilagiit 
and Inuit-specific cultural customs, like the 
practice of customary adoption. 

IDENTITY details the connection to culture, 
language, pride, cultural activities, history, 
childhood and adolescent experiences, as 
well as the influence of southern culture. 
Questions of identity, including perceptions 
of the strength and value of Inuit culture 
today are important aspects of the defini-
tion of community health and well-being. 

FOOD is a necessity of life that carries 
important social, economic and knowledge 
dimensions. This determinant encompasses 
the knowledge and practices of harvesting 
and sharing, the quality and quantity of 
food available, food preferences, and the 
regulations that govern hunting. Likewise, 
food includes the many influences around 
the acquisition and consumption of store-
bought foods. The harvesting of country 
food requires skills and knowledge. Who 
goes on the land, how, when, and where is 
linked to social and historical ties of families 
with different places in Nunavik. Sharing 
food and meals brings all foods into family 
and community practices.

LAND is practically and symbolically a 
fundamental determinant of individual and 
collective health, healing, and well-being in 
Nunavik. This determinant includes issues 
of accessibility for food gathering, travel 
between communities, healing, caring for 
the land and outdoor activities. Safety and 
security on the land are also important 
aspects and include search and rescue, 
practices and knowledge. 



Qanuilirpitaa? 2017 is a population healthy survey 
carried out in Nunavik from August to October 
2017. A total of 1 326 Nunavimmiut aged 16 and 
over from all 14 villages participated to this survey.

Nakurmiik to all Nunavimmiut who contributed to this important health survey!

For more information: nrbhss.ca/en/health-surveys

KNOWLEDGE is a prerequisite to effective 
action in the home, on the land or at work. 
As such, it is the first step leading to health, 
healing and well-being. This determinant 
incorporates aspects of leadership, gover-
nance, empowerment and inter-agency 
collaboration as well as skills development, 
schooling and administrative knowledge. 
Knowledge is inclusive of Inuit and Western 
or southern traditions. 

ECONOMY refers to the ways in which 
people make a living, either through the 
land-based and/or the market-based 
economy, and to local and regional develop-
ment. It encompasses income, access  
to goods, cost of living, expertise, skill  
and funding.

SERVICES encompasses the many different 
aspects of community, regional and provin-
cial resources that people access and which 
contribute to health. These include health- 
related services (mental, physical and 
community  in i t ia t ives ) ,  as  we l l  as 
community- level institutions and actions 
that are sought out to address trauma  
and healing.

Qanuilirpitaa? 2017 is a population health  
survey carried out in Nunavik from August  
to October 2017.

Nakurmiik to all Nunavimmiut who contributed to this important health survey!

For more information: nrbhss.ca/en/health-surveys
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